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1. What Makes Life Valuable
2. The Flaw of ‘Natural Law’
3. Abortion

a. Life
b. Pleasure
c. Rationality
d. Potential People
e. The Woman’s Value vs. The Fetus’s Value
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The naturalness or non-naturalness of something has, as 
Blackburn says, “no independent force” in an argument for or 

against something (p. 58).

Natural Law Theory: We should not do certain things, like abortion, using 
birth control, and genetic engineering, as well as euthanasia and many 
other things because they are ‘not natural.’ 

Obj. 1: By this line of reasoning, we should not use medicine or machines 
to help us become healthier or improve our lives. But these things are good.

Obj. 2:The reverse is also true: there are many things that are natural that 
we think of as bad. For example, diseases and death. 
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1. They have life

2. They experience pleasure

3. They are human beings

4. They have rationality
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1. Fetuses do not appear to experience pleasure until later in their 
development, and even then, animals also experience pleasure. 

2. If pleasure is what makes something valuable, then a fetus in the 
early stages of development is less valuable than a squirrel. 

3. So it would be worse to kill a squirrel than to abort before the fetus 
since it cannot experience as much pleasure as the squirrel. 
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1. Not all human beings are rational. Some are disabled, some are in 
comas, some are – yes, fetuses. 

2. Philosophers call those things that are rational ‘persons’ and 
distinguish persons from mere human beings (which are a 
biological and not a moral category).

3. Fetuses are not rational, (i.e., they are not people) and they are 
therefore not valuable; aborting them is permissible. 
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Future values and possibilities matter.

Common Examples: Eating healthfully, Exercising, Driving cautiously,
Going to school. 

The fetus’s future as a person should be considered. 

Are potential people less valuable than fully developed and rational people? 

Obj 1. If potential people are as valuable as present people, then (by 
analogy) it seems an acorn is just as valuable as an oak tree (see 
Blackburn’s) 

Obj. 2. If potential people are just as valuable as present people, then even 
every sperm that a man has (which are, after all, potential people, too) are 
as valuable as present people. 
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Fetuses may have some value, but not as much? 
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SO: the sperm and the egg separately may be less valuable than a fetus 
because they do not have integrity (or wholeness),

The early stages of the fetus likewise lack integrity but have more 
potential to progress to having integrity,

The fetus at some point seems to be able to experience pleasure, 

And if it continues to develop without interruption, it will also likely have 
thoughts and rationality one day.

Maybe possible people (and other things) are more or less valuable 
depending on certain characteristics that they have

Integrity, Ability to Feel Pleasure, Ability to be Rational, etc. •Woman’s life in danger
•Woman is a child still herself
•Woman was raped or a victim of incest
•Child may be almost certainly born with a horrible disease or a birth defect                    
that would make its life either non-rational and/or very painful. 
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Certain circumstances seem to make the woman more or less 
justified in aborting the fetus when one takes this point of view. 
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