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“Religion is the opium of the 
masses” 

~ Karl Marx

Religion promotes order and 
ethical action, but it is a sham.

Ethics is not universal or real. 
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1.Either the pious is loved by the gods because it is good, or the pious is 
good because it is loved by the gods.

2.If the pious is loved by the gods because it is good, then the gods did 
not make the pious good; the pious must have been good before the 
gods loved it, otherwise, they would not have loved it. This means that 
the pious or holy can exist independently from the gods’ love of it.

3.If the pious is good because it is loved by the gods, then the gods 
could have chosen anything to love and so what we call the pious could 
just be the desire of an all-powerful but not good being. But what we call 
pious cannot be just some arbitrary passing fancy of some powerful 
being, otherwise it would not be pious.

4.It must therefore be the case that the pious is loved by the gods 
because it is good, and this means that the pious can exist 
independently from the gods’ love of it.
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1.Divine Command Theory states that we should obey God’s commandments.

2.Either we obey God’s commandments because we are afraid of punishment 
or we obey God’s commandments because they are good.

3.If we obey God’s commandments because we are afraid of punishment, 
then we are acting from self-interest, which is not a good motive. 

4.If we obey God’s commandments because they are good, then we are 
acting from a moral motive, which is good. 
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5. However, if we obey God’s commandments because they are good, then 
we have a reason to be good (and not a reason to simply obey His 
commandments).

6. Therefore, Divine Command Theory is wrong since it is not that we should 
obey what God commands us to do because He commands it of us, but 
rather that we should do what is good, whether God commands it of us or not. 
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If God is all-good and all-knowing, then He is the best 
guide we could have to goodness and how we should act. 
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